MUSEUM OF THE AFRICAN DIASPORA





SAN FRANCISCO, 17 MAY 2007

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

DEAR FRIENDS, CHERS AMIS,

IT IS A GREAT PLEASURE FOR ME TO BE TONIGHT AT THE MUSEUM OF THE AFRICAN DIASPORA, WHICH HAS BECOME AN EMBLEMATIC CULTURAL SCENE IN SAN FRANCISCO IN ONE YEAR OF EXISTENCE AND SUCH A VIBRANT CENTER WHERE CULTURAL INFLUENCES OF THE WORLD MEET AND INTERACT, EXCHANGE AND GET RICHER 

KAREEN RISPAL WHO IS THE CULTURAL COUNSELLOR AT THE FRENCH EMBASSY IN THE UNITED STATES HAS COME FROM NEW YORK TO JOINS US IN THIS CELEBRATION

I AM SURE I SHALL BE THE INTERPRETER OF ALL THOSE WHO HAVE GATHERED HERE IN EXPRESSING OUR THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO DENISE BRADLEY FOR HER DEDICATION AND HER VISION, FOR HER PASSIONATE WILL TO BUILD A CROSSROAD CELEBRATING AND EXPLORING THE ART, CULTURE AND HERITAGE OF AFRICA AND THE AFRICAN DIASPORA

TONIGHT IT IS A VERY SPECIAL OCCASION THAT HAS BROUGHT US TOGETHER, IT IS THE OPENING OF “LENS ON LIFE : FROM BAMAKO TO SAN FRANCISCO”

ACTUALLY IT IS THE UNITED STATES DEBUT OF THIS SUPERB EXHIBITION

THIS EXHIBITION STANDS OUT NOT ONLY BY ITS EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY BUT ALSO BY THE INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION IT IS REPRESENTING, A SUCCESSFUL COLLABORATION BETWEEN THREE CONTINENTS JOURNEYING TOGETHER : AFRICA, EUROPE AND AMERICA. 

I AM THRILLED THAT FRANCE IS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS PROJECT, THROUGH OUR CULTURAL SERVICES THAT HAVE HELPED THIS INITIATIVE TAKING SHAPE, AND THROUGH THE SUPPORT OF CULTURES FRANCE. 

CULTURES FRANCE IS THE AGENCY OF THE FRENCH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND MINISTRY OF CULTURE THAT IS IN CHARGE OF INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL EXCHANGES AND COOPERATION. "AFRIQUE ET CARAÏBES EN CRÉATIONS" IS ONE OF ITS DEPARTMENT AND IT HAS ENCOURAGED AND ACCOMPANYIED THE DEVELOPMENT OF CULTURAL INITIATIVES IN AFRICA FOR OVER TEN YEARS. 

TODAY, THE DIVERSITY AND VITALITY OF SUCH INITIATIVES SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES. AND THIS EXHIBITION BEARS TESTIMONY TO THEIR DYNAMISM AND CREATIVITY. 

THE RENCONTRES AFRICAINES DE LA PHOTOGRAPHIE – ALSO KNOWN AS BAMAKO BIENNIAL -  WERE FOUNDED IN 1994 BY FRANÇOISE HUGUIER AND BERNARD DESCAMPS, TWO FRENCH PHOTOGRAPHERS, WITH THE SUPPORT OF AFRIQUE EN CREATIONS AND THE GOVERNMENT OF MALI. THE GOAL OF THE FIRST EDITION WAS TO UNDERLINE THE RICHNESS OF A POORLY-KNOWN SECTOR OF AFRICAN CREATION AT THAT TIME AND IT IS AN AMBITION THAT HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY ACHIEVED AND DEVELOPPED FAR BEYOND SINCE THEN.

 LET ME PRAISE THE INITIATORS OF THE BAMAKO BIENNIAL BECAUSE THIS EVENT HAS PUT AN END TO THE ISOLATION OF AFRICAN PHOTOGRAPHERS, AND IT HAS FOSTERED ENCOUNTERS AND EXCHANGE. BAMAKO HAS BECOME AN INTERNATIONAL WINDOW FOR AFRICAN PHOTOGRAPHY. 

THE NEW BIENNIAL WILL TAKE PLACE IN BAMAKO NEXT FALL, AND IT LOOKS AGAIN PROMISING AND FILLED WITH TREASURES AND INVENTIVITY.

IN CONCLUSION, I WOULD LIKE AGAIN TO THANK ALL THE ACTORS INVOLVED IN THIS EVENT AND RECOGNISE THEIR WORK :

DENISE, AND THE STAFF AT MOAD, OF COURSE, WE KNOW HOW MUCH WORK HAS BEEN PUT INTO THAT PROJECT TO MAKE IT SO SUCCESSFUL, 

THE DIFFERENT VENUES AND PARTNERS OF MOAD BECAUSE THIS IS REALLY A COLLECTIVE ENDEAVOUR AND ACCOMPLISHMENT: THE WOMEN’S BUILDING, THE AFRICAN AMERICAN ART AND CULTURE COMPLEX, SAN FRANCISCO CITY HALL AND THE SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL,

SIMON NJAMI, THE CURATOR, WHO IS THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR OF THE BAMAKO BIENNIAL,

AND THANK YOU OF COURSE TO THE ARTISTS. ALLOW ME TO EXTEND SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS TO JACQUES KUYTEN, MARYSE DUCHÊNE AND RENÉE-PAULE ALBANY, WHO HAVE COME A LONG WAY FROM LA RÉUNION, THE FRENCH ISLAND IN THE INDIAN OCEAN,

AS WELL AS TO THE THREE ARTISTS WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE SUPPORTED THE RESIDENCY IN SAN FRANCISCO IN APRIL AND WHO UNFORTUNATELY COULDN’T MAKE IT TONIGHT : MYRIAM MIHINDOU, FROM FRANCE AND GABON, DAVID DAMOISON, FROM MARTINIQUE,  AND AKINBODE AKINBIYI, FROM NIGERIA 

ENJOY THE EXHIBIT, ENJOY THIS TRULY INTERNATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT THAT ILLUSTRATES THE DIALOGUE OF CULTURES AND OUR CULTURAL DIVERSITY!

